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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2024 AT 5:00 P.M. 
SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2024 AT 11:00 A.M. 

PROTOCOLS FOR WORSHIP AND OTHER INDOOR GATHERINGS AT KING OF KINGS 
 REVISED AS OF July 29, 2023 

  

These protocols are subject to change at any time based on information received from Bishop 
Egensteiner, the Orange County Health Department, the Governor of New York, and the CDC. 
  

Wearing of masks inside the church is optional. Anyone who chooses to wear a mask may do 
so without judgment. Masks and hand sanitizer are available from the Greeter. 

Write or highlight your name (recorded for service attendance) at the lectern in the entryway. 

Take a bulletin. You may place an offering in the offering plate in the entry area.  

All pews are open for sitting.  

The service is livestreamed and begins when the organist / pianist starts the prelude; please 
cease conversing and listen silently to prepare yourself for worship (your conversation may be 
heard on the livestream). 

Worshippers are welcome to speak responses and sing hymns and liturgical music. 

When sharing the peace, offer a smile or a hand signal, but do not touch. 

PROTOCOL FOR COMMUNION: When the pastor invites you, EITHER -- 

1. Remain in the pew and tell the usher you want to commune in your pew; the pastor and the 
assistant will bring you the elements. Place the empty cup or container in the pew receptacle.  
OR -- 

2. Come forward via the middle aisle at the direction of the usher, move to the right or the left 
of the altar rail, kneel or stand, and receive a wafer from the pastor; if you prefer a gluten-free 
wafer or pre-packaged elements, please tell the pastor. Take a cup of red wine or white grape 
juice from the tray held by the communion assistant.  Return to your pew by the side aisles, and 
dispose of the empty cup or container in the receptacle at the side of the chancel or in the pew.  

Please refrain from talking during the postlude so it is not heard on the livestream. Please have 
your post-worship discussions outside the Sanctuary.  
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WE GATHER IN GOD’S HOUSE 
 

I�����������  
 

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. 

Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding 

described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living 

and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the 

branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 
 

P�� ���!, G������#!, A�������$���! % P�&'�� R�(��!�!  
 

Please stand as you are able.  

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

T)&�*!#�+��# ,�� B&.��!$ 
  

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

 By whose word we are born anew,  

 from whose hands we are given new life. 

C  Amen. 
  

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported as we 

are created anew. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  

 

 Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the 

everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us 

with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and 

in them we are born anew. 

 

 Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that 

cleanse us, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise to you for the 

life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

C Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 

 Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

 Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

 

P Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 

 Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 

 Where despair prevails, grant hope. 

 Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 

 We ask this through Christ, 

 who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

C Amen. 
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E&!��� A�� &$&���� 
  

P    Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C     Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
  

L Christ is the vine, we are the branches.   

 Abide in him as he abides in us.   

 Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine,  

 neither can we unless we abide in Christ.   

P Rejoice, for Christ is risen!   

C     Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 



H'$� �, P�&�!� 
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(continued on next page) 



WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 

F��!� L�!!��:  Acts 8: 26–40  
  

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home 

after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to 

him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. 
  

L The First Lesson is from the 8th chapter of Acts. 
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P�&'�� �, �)� D&' 

P Let us pray. 

 O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot 

live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of 

love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

Sit 



An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 

from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was 

an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her 

entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his 

chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this 

chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, 

“Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides 

me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that 

he was reading was this:  

  “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,  

   and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 

  33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

     Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 

he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they 

came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 

being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, 

went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 

rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 

proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

L The Word of the Risen Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P!& $:  Psalm 22: 25-31 
  

L Please join in Psalm 22, reading the verses printed in bold. 
 

25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 

I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LDIM. 
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied,  

 Let those who seek the L89: give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LDIM; 

all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
28For dominion belongs to the L89:,  

 who rules over the nations. 
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 

all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LDIM. 
30Their descendants shall serve the L89:,  

 whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

saying to them, “The LDIM has acted!” 
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S����� L�!!��:   1 John 4: 7–21 
 

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have 

not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be 

matched by love toward others because the essence of God is love. 
 

L The Second Lesson is from the 4th chapter of the first letter of John. 
 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 

and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was 

revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 

through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love 

one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love 

is perfected in us. 

  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 
15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we 

have known and believe the love that God has for us.  

   God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love 

has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 

because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 

fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 
19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or 

sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love 

God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love 

God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 

L The Word of the Risen Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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G�!.�  A�� &$&����   AKKHKVNL, CGINOF IO RNOHJ 
 

 Left Side: Alle-lu-ia!    (hold for four extra beats) 

 Right Side: Alleluia, Christ is risen!   (hold for four extra beats 

H� ' G�!.� :  John 15: 1-8 
 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with 

him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing. 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
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[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch 

in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 
3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide 

in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 

unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 

them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in 

me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 

and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it 

will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 

disciples.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord for you and me this day. 

G�!.�  R�!.��!�   Repeat the Gospel Acclamation on page 8.) 

F@: AB G8:, N8C9DEF@: AB CF9DEG 

Imagine a nursing baby at its mother’s breast—what a blissful picture of love, joy, peace, and 

contentment! This image can help us understand who we are as God’s beloved children and 

how tenderly God cares for us. God’s grace is unconditional, just as a mother’s milk flows to 

an infant without anything to do with deserving. In today’s gospel reading, the vine-and-

branches metaphor is another image of how intimately connected Jesus is with us and how 

crucial it is that we, the branches, hold on to him as our vine. 

“Apart from me,” says Jesus, “you can do nothing.” Apart from its vine, a branch can do 

nothing—cannot live long, cannot produce grapes, cannot nourish people and animals. Apart 

from its mother or another devoted caregiver, a newborn can do nothing—cannot feed itself, 

cannot become or stay healthy, cannot grow and bear the fruit of life and love for others. 

Apart from God’s love and care, which Christians know in Jesus, the whole web of humanity 

fails to thrive. 

A nursing mother sets her face and does whatever is needed—two or three times a night at 

first, even through mastitis, weariness, and boredom—to feed and impart life to her little one. 

Jesus’ face is set toward the cross as he shares farewell counsel with his disciples. He, too, is 

ready and determined to do whatever it takes—even dying on a cross—to sustain the 

vineyard-world with abundant life. 

The imagery of vine and branches, juxtaposed with that of God breastfeeding her babies, 

comes alive when we celebrate the eucharist. At the table, Jesus feeds us with his own body 

and blood, pouring life and nourishment into us. We are called to abide in him forever—an 

invitation to grace-filled, permanent relationship. In Jesus the true vine, we his branches 

enjoy a continual flow of grace, mercy, and love. In turn, we are energized to bear the fruit of 

his love, joy, and peace for the world. 



Sit 
 

S��$��  The Sermon is followed by silence for reflection.   
  

Stand 

C)� ����'! S��$�� ,�� A   A#�!  
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Serving Saturday, April 27 at 5:00 pm 

  Greeter Mariann Grassel 

  Lector  Miriam Rolf 

  Usher Mariann Grassel 

  Altar Guild Mariann Grassel, Jim Meaney 
 

Serving Sunday, April 28 at 11:00 am 

  Greeter Valerie Farrell 

  Lector Position Available 

  Usher Ed O’Connor 

  Counters Ed O’Connor, John Roper 

  Altar Guild Mariann Grassel, Jim Meaney 

  Announcements Miriam Rolf 

  Announcements Marcia Rant 

  Acolyte / Crucifer Judy Lorkowski 

  Communion Asst Megan Tennermann 

  Acolyte / Crucifer Position Available 

  Communion Asst Jeanne Roper 



WE SHARE IN GOD’S MEAL 
 

 G������# �, P�&�� 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

The pastor and congregation may greet one another sharing a physically-distanced sign of peace. 

P�&'��! �, I������!!���   
 

P Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all those in need of good news. 

 

Silence 
 

 After each prayer petition: 
 

 L    God of grace,   

 C    hear our prayer. 
 

P Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

C Amen. 
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N����� C����  
 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

  through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

   and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

   he suffered death and was buried. 

   On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



P��!���&���� �, �)� G�,�!  

P�&�� H'$�     SEHHF PHL\H 
 

S)&���# �, T��)�! &�� O,,����#!   
  

You may share an offering for the work of God through King of 

Kings in a variety of ways, either weekly or monthly or 

periodically.  You may place cash or a check in the offering 

plate.  You may use an envelope from the rack on the table in 

the narthex or request a set of personalized envelopes.  If you 

use a check or identify yourself on an envelope, you will receive 

quarterly summaries of your giving.  You may also mail in a 

contribution or give on-line through your bank or give by using the e-giving link on the 

kofk.com website or the “Vanco” app on your smartphone (see ORB bits for more information). 

13 
(continued on next page) 
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O,,����# P�&'�� 
  

L Let us pray.  

 Risen One, 

C you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your 

abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 

true vine. Amen 

T)� G��&� T)&�*!#�+��# 

our 



P Holy, living, and loving God, 

  we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

 We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

  for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 

  and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

 We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, 

  and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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(continued on next page) 

   

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 

dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

one 



P Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 

  we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

 Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 

  carry us in your arms from death to life, 

  that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

  in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

T)� L���'! P�&'�� 
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen 
 

I�+��&���� �� C�$$����� 
 

P The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 

 Come and eat at God’s table. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Sit 
 

W� S)&�� �� �)� H� ' E��)&��!� 1��) �)� B��' �, C)��!� 
 

All are welcome at Jesus’ table of grace at this service.   

 PROTOCOL FOR COMMUNION: When the pastor invites you, EITHER --  

 1. Remain in the pew and tell the usher you want to commune in your pew; the pastor 

and the assistant will bring you the elements. Place the empty cup or container in the pew 

receptacle.  OR -- 

 2. Come forward via the middle aisle at the direction of the usher, move to the right 

or the left of the altar rail, kneel or stand, and receive a wafer from the pastor; if you 

prefer a gluten-free wafer or pre-packaged elements, please tell the pastor. Children who 

are not prepared for communion or any who do not want to receive the elements may come 

forward for a blessing.  Take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray held by 

the communion assistant. Return to your pew by the side aisles, and dispose of the empty 

cup or container in the receptacle at the side of the chancel or in the pew.  

 Please be assured that no matter your preferences, Jesus comes to you in this meal. 
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Stand 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  

 and keep you in his grace unto everlasting life. 

C Amen. 
 

P�!�-C�$$����� C&���� �  

P�!�-C�$$����� P�&'��  
 

L Let us pray.   

 Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us 

with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

C Amen. 
 

Silence 

WE ARE SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
  

B �!!��# 
  

P   Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 

 and the Spirit of Easter hope + bless you now and always. 

C  Amen. 
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P9@KC:@ L P8EGKC:@: Public Domain  
 

N8M GF@ G9@@N BKO:@ RDE@E: Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958, from Oxford Book of Carols 

© Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License A-737076; Music: 

French carol, Public Domain 
 

AKK@KCDO, CF9DEG IE RDE@N. Text and Music: Traditional. Public Domain  
  

HDE BONN@9 OQ@9 M@ DE L8Q@: Text and Music: Kevin Prosch, from Songs from Camp Songbook, © 1991 

Mercy Publishing. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. One License A-737076.  
 

O BK@EE@: SR9DNS, Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953, © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg 

Fortress;. Music: Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950, © 1993 Robert Buckley Farlee, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. One License A-737076   
 

SM@@G P@OT@, Text and Music: Peter P. Bilhorn, 1865-1936. Public Domain  
 

B9@O: 8U LDU@ U98V H@OQ@N: Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952; Music: refrain-Argentine traditional,  

stanzas-Marty Haugen. b.1950, © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission.  

One License A-737076.  
 

S@NG F89GF AB G8:’E BK@EEDNS, Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt., © 1964 World Library Publications; 

Music: Welsh folk tune, arr. © 1972 Contemporary Worship 4, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License A-737076 
 

Adapted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS022858.  
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.  

Used by permission. 

D�!$�!!&  
 

L Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

L Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

P�!� ��� 

 

Preparing for Next Week 
 

Monday      (Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380)      Psalm 80.            
Tuesday      James 3: 17-18.                       
Wednesday      (Philip and James, Apostles)      Isaiah 65: 17-25.          
Thursday      (Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373)      Psalm  98.           
Friday      Acts 10: 34-43.             Saturday      (Monica, mother of 
Augustine, died 387)      Deuteronomy 32: 44-47.            

Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 10: 44-48;      Psalm  98;      1  John 5: 1-6;      John 15: 9-17. 

This weekend’s servers are listed at the bottom of page 11. 


