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Mk 12: 38-44 MORE THAN ENOUGH 

               Our gospel story today is about abundance, so I have an abundance of questions.  Can you help  
me out with an abundance of answers?   

In the story, who lived in abundance?          “many rich people”  

Who lived in poverty?                                  “a poor widow” 

Who gave out of poverty?                                          the poor widow            

Who gave out of abundance?                                    the rich people 

Who gave poorly?                                                        the rich people 

Who gave abundantly?                                               the poor widow 

What abundance did the rich people experience?            money, power, clothing, respect, honor, comfort  

What abundance did the widow experience?                    gratitude, faith, humility, genuineness, joy   

What lack did the rich experience?                                      gratitude, faith, humility, genuineness, joy                    

 What lack did the woman experience?                              money, power, clothing, respect, honor, comfort                

              Who experienced God’s abundance, the rich people or the widow?   The widow!  The poor 
widow experienced God’s abundance, even though she lived in poverty!  Curiously, this is a paradox, an 
upside-down truth, something that we don’t expect, something that doesn’t make any sense.  Ironically, 
the poor widow experienced abundance, while the rich people did not.  Knowing God’s abundance, the 
widow was freed to give abundantly.  And as she gave out of her poverty, she experienced God’s 
abundance.  The rich, as they gave out of their abundance, however, apparently missed out; they didn’t 
even notice their abundance, and they did not give abundantly.  From this story, we learn that 
abundance and poverty are not necessarily what they seem, at first glance. 

                When I hear this story about the widow who put all she had into the treasury, I think of Salem 
Lutheran Church, where I began my ministry 28 years ago.  Salem sits smack in the middle of a 
neighborhood of the poorest residents of the city of Toledo, Ohio; it’s like the poor widow in today’s 
gospel, giving everything it has and trusting God to provide.  Except when it doesn’t; in my years there, 
sometimes the congregation—or the pastor—forgot to trust God.  Sometimes our poverty was as much 
a poverty of spirit as it was a poverty of bank account.  But over and over again, God provided what was 
needed for the mission of Salem, whether we were faithful or not.   

                  In the 3rd chapter of the letter to the Ephesians, the author writes a doxology, a sort-of hymn, 
a word of praise:  He describes God as “able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we could ask or 
imagine”.  You might recognize that phrase because it was part of our Benediction at the end of our 



services throughout this past summer.  “God, who is able to accomplish abundantly far more than we 
could ask or imagine”, bless you and keep you.  The people of Salem experienced God’s abundance, 
whether we were faithful or not, because God was able—over and over again, to “accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we could ask or imagine.”   

               Salem continues to experience poverty.  There’s no doubt about that.  The congregation is really 
good at identifying what they lack.  Because there is never enough.  Not enough members.  Not enough 
volunteers.  Not enough leaders.  Not enough money.  Not enough financial reserves.  Not enough 
space.  Not enough faith.  Not enough.  Not enough.  Not enough.   

                At the very same time, Salem experiences abundance.  Enough at the right time.  New people 
with new gifts.  Gifts from other congregations to support programs and staff, to reach out to folks who 
are in need.  Volunteers from many places.  More ideas than people and money to implement them, at 
least some of them.  More than enough.  More than enough.  More than enough.  

 Over and over again, Salem has spent its reserves in order to serve its neighborhood, and over 
and over again, God has provided.  Rather than hoarding their financial resources, they spend them, 
time and time again.  Just like the widow, they give away everything they have, all they have to live on.  
Because, gradually, they have come to trust that God is able to give them “far more than all they could 
ask or imagine.” 

               That’s why the widow was able to give all she had, her whole living, because she knew that God, 
who had everything, would be able to give her “far more than all she could ask or imagine”, even when 
she had nothing.  The woman gave her whole living, her entire life.  This was not just a tithe, a mere 10% 
of her income, but total dedication, 100% of everything she had.  She poured out her life; she let go of 
her whole living, what she needed to stay alive, because she trusted God to provide for her living.  She 
knew that God is “able to accomplish abundantly far more than all she could ask or imagine”.  God’s 
abundance was evident in her life; she was able to give everything she had because she trusted that God 
would bless her abundantly, “far more than all she could ask or imagine”.   

                I have a theory about this story.  I wonder if the woman isn’t really a poor widow at all, but, 
rather, if she is Jesus in disguise.  I wonder if she is Jesus, who gave all he had, his whole living, his very 
life, because he knew that God, who had everything, would be able to create a new future, even when 
he had nothing left, even when he had given up his life.  Jesus, like the widow, gave his whole living—his 
very life.  This was not a tithe, a mere 10% of his carpentry income, but total dedication, 100% of 
everything he had.  On the cross, he poured out his life; he let go of his whole living, his very lifeblood; 
he gave everything, because he trusted God to provide.  And, indeed, God was “able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all Jesus could ask or imagine”.  In the resurrection, God accomplished far 
more than anyone dared hope.   God’s abundance was evident in Jesus’ life, and Jesus was able to give 
abundantly because he trusted that God was “able to accomplish abundantly, far more than all he could 
ask or imagine”.  Because Jesus knew God’s abundance, he was freed to give abundantly—even his life 
on the cross. 



               So where does this leave you, my friend?  If this widow is Jesus in disguise, if the one who was 
poor for your sake trusted God enough to give everything for you, even his life, what difference does 
that make for you in your poverty?  What can God accomplish in your life?  What might God do in your 
life, “far more than you could ask or imagine”?  What abundance is God longing to shower upon you? 

               What is your poverty, my sister, my brother?  What lack do you experience?  At work?  At 
home?  In your family?  In your neighborhood?  What are the refrains of your household, your 
workplace, your school, among your family, your friends?  I daresay there is some variation of “NOT 
ENOUGH” in your life.  Not enough money.  Not enough credit.  Not enough time.  Not enough health.  
Not enough energy.  Not enough stuff.  Not enough friends.  Not enough morality.  Not enough 
righteousness.   

               When have you heard yourself recite the “NOT ENOUGH” refrain this week?  Or maybe you 
heard someone else say it--your spouse, perhaps?  Your children?  Your boss?  Your co-worker?  Your 
best friend?  “How will we pay these bills?  When will we be able to afford a vacation?” ….. “Why can’t I 
have more allowance?” …..  “There’s not enough time in the day to cook and clean and mend and rake 
leaves and go shopping and work and chauffeur and do the homework with the kids and take my 
mother-in-law to the doctor and pay attention to my partner and send a card to my neighbor who just 
lost her sister.  There’s just not enough time.”   …..  “I don’t have enough energy to keep going.”   …..  
“There’s not enough forgiveness in the world for me to forgive myself.”  Sound familiar?  What is your 
poverty?  What do you lack? 

               The good news, my friends, is that God is well acquainted with your poverty.  God knows what 
you lack—and what you long for.  God is aware of your experience of scarcity.  God hears your litany of 
“NOT ENOUGH’s”.  God cares for you exactly as you are, whatever poverty you experience.  And God is 
determined to give you abundant life.  God has created enough—more than enough—for all.  God is 
ready to give you “far more than all you can ask or imagine”.  And God invites you to trust so that you, 
like the poor widow, may be freed to give abundantly, even out of your poverty, so that others, too, may 
experience God’s abundance.   AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 


